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City of La Marque
Regular Meeting Minutes
March 14, 2016

Minutes of the Regular Meeting Minutes of La Marque City Council held on Monday,
March 14, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. at 1109-B Bayou Road for the purpose of considering the
following agenda:

M
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€)

4)
a.

Mayor Hocking called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Mayor Hocking

Mayor Pro-Tem Bell — Excused Absent
Councilmember Chris Lane
Councilmember Robert Michetich
Councilmember Clent Brown

City Manager Carol Buttler

City Attorney Ellis Ortego

City Clerk Robin Eldridge

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Hocking led the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance

PRESENTATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS

Presentation — Musical Concert Event at Greyhound Park

Sally Briggs reported that due to financial constraints, Gulf Greyhound Park is not running
live racing, they are simulcasting races from other areas and have been having a pretty
good attendance for that. They have groups that use the facilities and are renting out the
parking lot, and looking at other venues that can also bring in revenue into the area. She
then introduced Kelly Cobb, one of the producers of the “Something Wicked” concert
event, along with Mike Long and Michelle. A power point slide show of the production
was played and also a “trailer” of the production was shown to the attendees of the
meeting.

Kelly Cobb distributed the Festival Overview and Economic Impact brochure of the event.
(A copy is attached). He explained that this Halloween Music Festival has been at the Sam
Houston Race Park for the past four years. Due to inclement weather last year, with over
fourteen inches of rain, forced the production to be canceled, resulting in the loss of
several thousands of dollars. Unfortunately, under those circumstances, is what led them
to seek other options and the concrete parking lot at Gulf Greyhound provides a more
suitable place for a staged event. In the past, the Something Wicked Music Festival has
donated $10,000.00 to Houston’s The 100 Club, to aid the dependents of Houston’s
firefighters and law enforcement officers who have died in the line of duty.



1111 Bayou

La Marque, Texas 77568

409.938.9202

After a lengthy discussion that included questions, concerns and comments from the
Mayor and Councilmembers, the City’s noise ordinance was discussed and considered one

of the main obstacles. Another issue that was discussed was the ending time of the event.

Mz. Cobb began, “Throughout North American and the world, Disco Donnie Presents is
working hard to develop solutions to mitigate sound issues. For 2016, Something Wicked,
the Festival will employ an array of sound mitigation strategies to work closely with
professional sound experts and city officials to mitigate sound issues. The sound reduction
features identified in this document include both innovated and tested sound reduction
methods. We have consulted with a company out of the UK, called Vanguardia. Sound
barrier walls are placed in strategic areas to block sound. We locate the stages so that any
overspill out of the venue is controlled. We implement a device that controls the low end
frequency, which eliminates 180 degrees of the audio throw. We will set up event
monitoring so we will have audio measurements in key locations inside and outside of the

venue.”

“A site plan is usually coordinated with all of the officials in this type of event, including
Law Enforcement, Fire, and Medical. Our events are designed so that customer and staff
safety is paramount, so a site plan that will minimize the negative impact on the
community is imperative. As we understand the noise ordinance, we would not be able to
perform an event as is stands currently, and that is why we are here tonight to see if we
can have any dialogue and make this work for us and be here for a long time. We are not
in the business of being in a venue for a year and then move on to the next one. In fact that
is really detrimental to our events. We like to form long-term relationships, work with the
community, and bring people here. With your support now, before, during, and after the
event, I think we can bring a lot of jobs, and have an economic impact to the area.”

It was said that approximately 27 thousand persons per day have been in attendance at
previous events. There are there stages. In the event, if the City receives complaints during
the concert, what steps would be taken. There is a solution so that the 9-1-1 system is not
bombarded with calls. By informing the residents in proximity of the location, in advance
of what will be taking place was also encouraged, by sending letters and placing
information in the newspaper. It was encouraged to physically drive around the location
and see where the subdivisions are in proximity to the proposed event location. The
subject of the music that would be played was briefly discussed. They work with local
companies in the hiring of one security guard per one hundred persons, temporary staffing
2 to 200 people (front gates, field ambassadors, (15) concessions, vending) adding up to
close to 400 persons. The time in which the event ends nightly was discussed. It begins at
2:00 p.m. and depending on an agreement, as to what time the concerts would end each
night. Flexibility on the end time each night was discussed. Being a Halloween driven
event, there will be really different costumes, drinks, music and décor.

The donation up to $10,000.00 was discussed, the net received amount at the last event,
the possibility of waiving the noise ordinance; the ending time for the event; logistics
(Fire, EMT and PD); Bayou Fest advertising which is around the same time of the year. If
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some things could be ironed out quickly, there could be a place for this event at Gulf

Greyhound Park.

)

By the next City Council meeting, which is in April, these issues should be ironed out and
will come before City Council again.

Introduction of new Employees

Mayor Hocking along with Chief Jackson introduced David Buckley a new
Telecommunicator in the Police Department

Mayor Hocking along with Kyle Hunter introduced Brandon Haynes, the new IT
Technician.

CITIZEN’S PARTICIPATION

1. Geraldine Sam began, “I pray that we become a city that is inclusive and not
exclusive.” She recently received the interpretation from the City Attorney about the
grandfathering of a petition that was brought before the Parks Board several months ago in
favor of a Park being named after her. Our petition was submitted before a policy was
approved. I think that it should have been brought before City Council for a vote. I am just
asking to be fair with all of the citizens. Let us all have an equal opportunity to support
having a park named after someone.”

2. Mac McGaffey, “I would like to address Council on a statement that was made by
someone on this City Council at the February 8% meeting. I believe that I have served on
every Committee in this City at one time or another. I now serve on the Parks Board, the
Building Standards Commission and the EDC Boards. The statement that was made was
that the Mayor and the Council elected people that were not qualified to be volunteers in
this City. I resent that, greatly. I have received phone calls, and we have lost Committees
because we do not have volunteers. We don’t need anyone from Council saying that we
are not qualified. My Parks Board have never missed a meeting because of lack of a
quorum. All seven members are qualified. I have received twenty or thirty phone calls,
and people threatening to walk out because of this. I feel that this person should first
apologize the Mayor and Council for making such a statement.™

Councilmember Lane commented, “I think I was the Councilmember to which that
statement was aimed at. T don’t remember making a statement that our Board members
weren’t qualified. I am at a loss of words. Was it in the context of or regarding the Youth
Council? If T said it, I apologize, but I don’t remember using those exact words. I realize
the energy and effort it takes to serve on a Board. I am active on many Boards within the
City myself, so I can empathize with anyone who volunteers their time and don’t receive
any compensation. So, if I did misspeak, that is not where my heart is. There was a heated
discussion taking place, if I used that hurtful term, “not qualified”, I sincerely apologize, if
that term was used. But I don’t recall using that term.”
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Referral was made on the population versus the number of persons that serve on multiple

Boards.
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The discussion concluded when Mr. McGaffey accepted Councilmember Lane’s apology.

CONSENT

Regular City Council Minutes of February 8, 2016.

Special City Council Minutes of February 22, 2016.

Discussion/possible action regarding the approval of the Quarterly Financial Report
ending December 31, 2015.

Discussion/possible action regarding Resolution No. R-2016-004, a resolution approving
the aerial spraying of mosquitos by Galveston County Mosquito Control District, as
required on a yearly basis by the Federal Aviation Administration.

Councilmember Michetich made a motion to approve the consent items.
Councilmember Brown seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

PUBLIC HEARING

Conduct Public Hearing to hear public input regarding Ordinance No. 0-2016-001,
amending the 2014-2015 Budget for Grants, Special (Restricted) Revenues and Related
Expenditures by increasing (decreasing) certain revenues and increasing (decreasing)
certain revenues to individual budget accounts in certain funds as set forth in attached

Exhibit “A”.

Mayor Hocking closed the Regular Meeting and opened up the Public Hearings at 6:56
p-m.

Ms. Geraldine Sam asked for clarification of items a, and b, and which accounts were
monies decreasing in and increasing from, like specified in item d.

Finance Director Suzy Kou explained that there were only two accounts affected in item d,
when there were several accounts affected in the items, a, and b, but, are all listed in the
Exhibits “A” of each of the accounts listed in items a and b. This is an annual, routine
financial procedure. There are overlapping of expenditures from one year to the next.”

Conduct Public Hearing to hear public input regarding Ordinance No. 0-2016-002,
amending the 2015-16 Budget by increasing (decreasing) certain revenues and increasing
(decreasing) certain expenditures to individual Budget accounts in certain funds as set
forth in attached Exhibit “A” .

No one spoke, although referred to in the first public hearing portion (a) by Ms. Sam.



1111 Bayou
La Marque, Texas 77568
409.938.9202

C.

@®)

sk
*%

%%
5k

Conduct Public Hearing to hear public input regarding Ordinance No. 0-2016-003,
approving the rezoning classification from S-1 Single Family to C-1 General Commercial
of 31.89 acres of an 82 acre tract located at Delaney Road and FM 1765, as recommended
by the Planning and Zoning Commission.

Ms. Geraldine Sam asked what was going to be constructed on this property and was told
that preliminary plan had been submitted for a high end RV Park.

The developer and the owner of the property approached and gave a verbal guarantee that
construction would begin as soon as possible, usually within four to six months after
closing.

Conduct Public Hearing to hear public input regarding Ordinance No. 0-2016-004,
Amending City of La Marque Fiscal Year 2016 Budget by decreasing Fire Reserve
Revenue Account 48-2401-00-00 in the amount of $31,594.11 and increasing
appropriation to Fire Reserve Expenditure Account 48-3020-06-00 by $31,594.11 for
Repair & Maintenance of Buildings and Furnishings.

Mayor Hocking closed the Public Hearings and reconvened to the Regular Meeting at 7:00
p.m.

OLD BUSINESS

Discussion/possible action regarding Ordinance No. 0-2016-001, amending the 2014-
2015 Budget for Grants, Special (Restricted) Revenues and Related Expenditures by
increasing (decreasing) certain revenues and increasing (decreasing) certain revenues to
individual budget accounts in certain funds as set forth in attached Exhibit “A” . THIS IS
THE SECOND AND FINAL READING.

Councilmember Michetich made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. O-2016-001.
Councilmember Lane seconded. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Discussion/possible action regarding Ordinance No. 0-2016-002, amending the 2015-16
Budget by increasing (decreasing) certain revenues and increasing (decreasing) certain
expenditures to individual Budget accounts in certain funds as set forth in attached Exhibit
“A”. THIS IS THE SECOND AND FINAL READING

Councilmember Michetich made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. O-2016-002.
Councilmember Brown seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Discussion/possible action regarding Ordinance No. 0-2016-003, approving the rezoning
classification from S-1 Single Family to C-1 General Commercial of 31.89 acres of an 82
acre tract located at Delaney Road and FM 1765, as recommended by the Planning and
Zoning Commission. THIS IS THE SECOND AND FINAL READING
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#%  Councilmember Michetich made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 0-2016-003.

*%  (Councilmember Lane seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

d. Discussion/possible action regarding Ordinance No. 0-2016-004, Amending City of La
Marque Fiscal Year 2016 Budget by decreasing Fire Reserve Revenue Account 48-2401-
00-00 in the amount of $31,594.11 and increasing appropriation to Fire Reserve
Expenditure Account 48-3020-06-00 by $31,594.11 for Repair & Maintenance of
Buildings and Furnishings. THIS IS THE SECOND AND FINAL READING

#%  Councilmember Michetich made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 0-2016-004.

#*  Councilmember Lane seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

(9) NEW BUSINESS
a. Discussion/possible action regarding reappointing/appointing a member (s) to the Board of

H%

L2
k%

ok

*%k

Adjustments.

Councilmember Michetich nominated David Pennington to the Board of Adjustments. He
then thanked those who volunteered and asked for other to get involved in the Boards and
Commissions.

Discussion/possible action regarding Resolution No. R-2016-005 establishing the fees to
be charged by the City to non-resident customers of the City’s water and sewer service
and accompanying water and sanitary sewer supply agreement.

Councilmember Michetich made a motion to adopt Resolution No. R-2016-005.
Councilmember Lane seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Discussion/possible action regarding request from SunCoast on behalf of Enterprise
Products Operating, LLC to conduct a survey within or adjacent to existing pipeline
corridor through City of La Marque, including authorization for City designee to provide
permission for Texas Historical Commission to conduct an Antiquities Survey, if so
requested.

Councilmember Lane made a motion to approve the request from SunCoast on behalf of
Enterprise Products Operating, LLC to conduct a survey within or adjacent to existing
pipeline corridor through City of La Marque, including authorization for City designee to
provide permission for Texas Historical Commission to conduct an Antiquities Survey, if
so requested.

Councilmember Michetich seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY.
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Discussion/possible action regarding authorizing the police department to increase the rate
of pay for entry level Telecommunicators from 13.296 per hour to 14.800 per hour and for
experienced Telecommunicators from 14.808 per hour to 15.600 per hour.

Councilmember Lane made a motion authorizing the police department to increase the
rate of pay fro entry level Telecommunicators from 13.296 per hour to 14.800 per hour
and for experienced Telecommunicators from 14.808 per hour to 15.600 per hour.

Councilmember Michetich seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED
UNANIMOUSLY.

Discussion/possible action regarding the approval of a Pilot Program with Republic
Services for brush/bulky and heavy trash services at no additional cost and with a start

of April 18, 2016.

Councilmember Michetich made a motion to approve a Pilot Program with Republic
Services for brush/bulky and heavy trash services at no additional cost and with a start

date of April 18, 2016.
Councilmember Lane seconded the motion.

Steve Carroll of Republic Services began, “What Republic has asked the City to consider
at this point, is establishing a zoned pick-up schedule for heavy trash, bulky trash, and
brush. The way this would differentiate from what we have now, is, now, we have a call in
schedule; an individual calls into the City, and the City makes a list, and gives that list to
Republic, and on a designated day, we run the locations on that list. The list has grown
larger and it puts a burden on staff and the City to manage the list. Logistically, we could
have several scattered pickup areas. I have asked Jay Kline, our Operations Manager to

be here tonight to give an overview of what and how the program would work.”

Jay Kline commented, “The current system puts undue pressure on all parties involved.

If a certain neighborhood doesn’t have anyone call in, then we don’t even drive down
through those streets. What we are proposing, is that we run the entire section, or Council
Districts on a certain day. We could cover the entire area, without having the residents call
it in. Each residence would receive one pickup per month for brush and bulky service.

One of the issues discussed was the length of time that brush would be left at the curbs
between the pickup times and taking care of the residents on a more consistent basis, is
the goal Republic is trying to reach.

Mr. Carroll continued, “Theoretically, if I put brush out, and for some reason forget to call
the City, it could literally sit out at the curb until the City either tags it, or something else
happens, or someone calls to complain about. This way, the design is, if we took Council
Districts on a weekly basis, we would sweep District A. We would have three days of an
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intense “sweep” in the district, then move on to each of the other districts. So each district
in the City would receive comprehensive service on a monthly basis for heavy trash and
brush; heavy trash being water heaters, washing machines and stuff like that. As part of
this, we plan to publicize this for the residents and through the media, so that people will
understand what is going on, and it won’t catch anybody by surprise. A good thing about a
pilot program, is that we are able to make changes on the fly. The overall goal of the
program is to provide better service and free up some of City staff time by not having to
keep up with a list and Jay’s crew of routing the list.”

The current requirement for brush to be bundled was discussed. It was recommended that
this area be modified in the contract. It was further mentioned that some of the brush can be
either boxed or bagged and not so much have to be tied, as long as they were kept together,
and not over a certain weight or size. The concern of once a month versus every two weeks
was considered to be an issue. The pilot program would be one hundred and eighty days,
then re-evaluated. Brush piles that were too large for a pickup at a certain time, and having
to sit for weeks at a time until the grappler truck was discussed and a concern.

“Eliminating Wednesday, heavy, bulk trash is unacceptable in my humble opinion, Mayor
Hocking commented.” Once monthly, per district would have to be with the grappling
truck, so all brush disappears from that district at that once a month pickup. Is that
something you want to go back to the drawing board with?”

Mr. Carroll replied, “Yes.”

Councilmember Michetich withdrew his first motion, and Councilmember Lane withdrew
his second motion. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Councilmember Michetich made a motion to table this item until Republic Services makes
changes to the pilot program as just recommended by City Council.
Councilmember Lane seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Steve Carroll then introduced Calvin Wright, the new General Manager of the Southeast
Houston Hauling Division, who then commented, “Republics’ plan is to provide the best
service that we can to all of our citizens and all of our customers and know that, although

I have only been in the market for the past two weeks, know that I have given to this pilot
a lot of thought and naturally, there is no cost to the City, and going back and talking about
that we are proposing is in a little more in line with what the city’s objectives are.”

Discussion/possible action regarding Resolution No. R-2016-006 authorizing publication
of Notice of Intention to issue Certificates of Obligation; approving the preparation of a
preliminary Official Statement and Notice of Sale; and approving other matters incidental
thereto.

Councilmember Michetich made a motion to adopt Resolution No. R-2016-006.
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Councilmember Lane seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Discussion/possible action regarding authorizing City Manager to prepare a Performance
Contract Agreement (PCA) with Siemens Industry, Inc. for Water / Sewer / Wastewater
Treatment Plant Capital Improvements Projects (including Leak Detection) funded
through proposed Certificates of Obligations.

Councilmember Lane made a motion to authorize City Manager to prepare a Performance
Contract Agreement (PCA) with Siemens Industry, Inc. for Water / Sewer / Wastewater
Treatment Plant Capital Improvements Projects (including Leak Detection) funded
Through proposed Certificates of Obligations.

Councilmember Michetich seconded.

Councilmember Michetich added, “We have looked at some things concerning the water
Meters, and determined that we have some other financial needs that we have to do first,
and I fully support that technology, but at some point in the future when we come back to
that, I would like to see in your presentations a breakdown of all the meters that have been
assessed, the brands, when you come to a recommendation to us. I would like to see the
software companies, and what that relationship is, of who puts that portal, either customer
or city portal, which controls all of the data collection. Is there anything proprietary that
would restrict this City from pursuing a third party software writer at some point in time,
any time. And, if that comes to pass, would that it would be in writing that the City can do
this.”

Duval Allums, of Siemens, replied, “We absolutely can, when you guys are ready to have
that discussion in detail.”

Further discussion included the ultrasonic measurement of water flow, taking before and
after readings in certain meters, then at the end of three physical reading of the meters.
Leak detection, not measuring water flow at this time was determined not to be included
in this particular project. Actual measurement at both ends, but not necessarily ultrasonic
measurements was discussed. If there is a flow meter that can be moved from one area to
another area, which won’t necessarily pinpoint where the leaks are, would be the best way
long term to manage a system.

Les Rumburg added, “Our planning process consisted of going through the isolation
process by acquiring the new valves and getting those installed and then with the new
meters in place, detecting flow and leaks that way. So, obviously, if we don’t go with the
meters, we have to go with some other way of detecting it, so, we are flexible that way,
but you are absolutely right. We need to change the way we are going to monitor it.”
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Mayor Hocking added, “Before you bring the contract back to us, can you adjust for the
flow meters or is this part of the $72,0007”

Ms. Allums commented, “No Sir, it is not, that is an actual devise that you would add to
the contract.”

It was discussed that this would be added to the contract and brought back for the next
City Council meeting.

Mayor Hocking explained what the Certificates of Obligations were going to be used for,
that is included in the backup information, which also includes projects mandated by
the State in the SSO Program.

Mayor Hocking added, “With all that said, this Council has agreed not to go with water
meters at this time, but to go forward with a west-side Fire Station and EMT, an
Emergency Management type building, which is also included in the Certificates of
Obligations costs.”

(10) CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

Judicial

Police Department
Fire Department
Library

Public Works
Animal Services
Financials

(11) EXECUTIVE SESSION- (After the Requests and Announcements)
Mayor Hocking adjourned the Regular Meeting and went into the Executive Session at
7:51 p.m.

1. Section 551. 071 (Consultation with Attorney) regarding the TWIA (Shawn Hodge
Law Firm)

(12) Discussion/possible action regarding items discussed in the Executive Session.)
Mayor Hocking rejoined the Regular Meeting at 8:16 p.m.
Councilmember Michetich made a motion to give authorization to clarify the contract with

Hodge Law Firm.
Councilmember Lane seconded. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
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(13) REQUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Councilmember Brown thanked al for attending.
Councilmember Michetich congratulated the La Marque Boys Basketball Team for
making it to the State playoffs.
Councilmember Lane thanked all for attending. Reported that put the organization that
begun the cleaning up of Bobby Beach Park would be back out to finish up touches on the
project the project. Reported that on March 25, an Easter Egg hunt will take place at
Carbide Park.
Mayor Hocking thanked all for attending. Wished all a Happy Easter.

(14) ADJOURNMENT
Councilmember Michetich made a motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:17 p.m.
Councilmember Lane seconded. The Meeting adjourned.

-

Bobby Hocki

Pﬁm f/(dwk

Robin Eldridge, TRMC
City Clerk
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CITIZENS REQUEST TO SPEAK

In order to be heard, this form must be filled out and returned to the City Clerk five
(5) minutes prior to the start of the meetmg

DATE OF MEETING: / /4 / | (o

Citizens who wish to address the City Councﬂ about items on the agenda, which
are scheduled for Council action, will be given three (3) minutes to do so. Please
indicate below the agenda item (s) number on which you wish to speak:

Citizens wishing to address the City Council about a topic NOT on the agenda,
will be given the same amount of time during the “CITIZENS
PARTICIPATION” section. Please indicate below the subject matter:

T e, 2 /%,/;/m }ﬂ 21 S~ J() 7WM <277
el v

Please step to the podium as soon as you are recognized by the Mayor, do not try
to speak from your seat. State your name and address before the beginning of your
presentation. If you have written materials, please furnish an extra copy for the
official files. If you have any questions concerning the request to speak form,
please direct them to the City Clerk.

Name (7 Lipblinies DA
Address A4 /2 QW&/ 9/7/

Telephone number HPG— #5 7 -2 70 y

IF SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF AN ORGANIZATION:

Name of Organization:

Speaker’s Official Capacity




CITIZENS REQUEST TO SPEAK

In order to be heard, this form must be filled out and returned to the City Clerk five
(5) minutes prior to the start of the meeting.

DATE OF MEETING: 2]y / b

Citizens who wish to address the City Council about items on the agenda, which
are scheduled for Council action, will be given three (3) minutes to do so. Please
indicate below the agenda item (s) number on which you wish to speak:

Feb. B2 exsz/?n/f)

Citizens wishing to address the City Council about a topic NOT on the agenda,
will be given the same amount of time during the “CITIZENS
PARTICIPATION?” section. Please indicate below the subject matter:

Please step to the podium as soon as you are recognized by the Mayor, do not try
to speak from your seat. State your name and address before the beginning of your
presentation. If you have written materials, please furnish an extra copy for the
official files. If you have any questions concerning the request to speak form,
please direct them to the City Clerk.

Name [ip/s [AN4e) [Ne (4 A5 é/”,n/
Address 2= J&/— DA NCLu/ DRV 2,
Telephone number \ NG— L RE-0O/0 6

IF SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF AN ORGANIZATION:
Y t —_—
Name of Organization: “BQ;QA/J BdA d. % O S/ —

Speaker’s Official Capacity




