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City of La Marque
Regular Minutes
Ja 1ary 12,2015
Mii s of the Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of L.a Marque, Texas that

was conducted on Mon 1y, January 12, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at 1109-B Bayou Road for
purpose of considering the following agenda:
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Mayor Hocking called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
ROLL CALL

Mayor Hocking

Mayor Pro-Tem Bell
Councilmember Lane
Councilmember Brown
Councilmember Trube

City Manager Buttler
City Attorney Ortego
City Clerk Eldridge

INVOCA ION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Pro Tem Bell dispensed the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

MINUTES

City Council Special Meeting Minutes of December 15, 2014 and Regular Meeting Minutes
« December 8, 2014,

Councilmember Bell made a motion to approve the City Council Special Minutes of
December 15, 2014 and Regular Meeting Minutes 8, 2014.

** Councilmember Lane seconded the motion. Councilmember Trube asked that the one change
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be reflected in the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on the 15" of December 2014.
MC ION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

1 ESENTATION

( rist as Lighting Contest Winners — Clean City Chairman David Pennington recognized
the 2014 Christmas Lighting Contest Winners as follows: 3" place: Dennis Mc Colgin- 1415
Oak; 2" Place: Johnnie & Cheryl Anders-2506 Houston Dr. N.; 1% Place: David Curnutt,
2810 Magnolia. There were 22 particip  ts that entered into the contest this year.

» ecial Recognition of Cook Ford and De Montrond

Councilmember Brown will deliver the plaque to Cook Ford. “Allen’ of De Montrond
excepted a plaque in recognition of the classic vehicles that were donated for the City’s
elected officials to ride in this year’s 2014 Christmas Parade.

CITIZEN’S PARTICIPATION
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1. Geral ne Sam wished a Happy Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Spoke for Item F, the possibility
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f body cameras for the La Marque Police Officers and thanked the Police Chief and the
vartmel for eing proactive and not reactive, and staying ahead of the game.
wence Caldwell, congratulated the ew Police Chief. Expressed concerns with the
following: 1) People driving of four wheelers in his neighborhood beginning around 4 p.m. -
10 p.m. a [ that this has been an ongoing issue, sometimes riding with small children on
them. 2) Water leak on the City’s side at his house, ¢ ce before Thanksgiving, City has not
ompleted the job cleaning of ditch and finished grading of the dirt. 3) Wild dogs running
yose (pit bulls).

Mayor responded that now the new Police Chief 1s aware and the Public Works Director and
City Manager will get back to him on these issues.

PUBLIC HEARING

Conduct Public Hearing to hear pu c¢ input regarding Ordinance No. 0-2014-0024
amending City of La Marque Fiscal Year 2015 Budget to recognize funds received from

Galveston County for mutual aid fire protection services and to appropriate certain fire
xpenditures per contract by increasing revenue account 48-3801-00-00 by $22,500.00 and

increasing appropriation to Fire expenditure account 48-3020-06-00 by $22,500.00.

Mayor Hocking closed the Regular Meeting and called Public Hearing at 6:14 p.m.
No one spoke.
Mayor Hocking closed Public Hearing and reconvened the Regular Meeting at 6:14 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS

Discussion/possible action regarding Ordinance No. 0-2014-0024 amending City of La
Marque Fiscal Year 2015 Budget to recognize funds received from Galveston County for
mutual aid fire protection services and to appropriate certain fire expenditures per contract by
increasing revenue account 48-3801-00-00 by $22,500.00 and increasing appropriation to
Fire expenditure account 48-3020-06-00 by $22,500.00. THIS IS THE SECOND AND
FINAL READING.

Councilmember Trube made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 0-2014-0024 amending City
of La Marque Fiscal Year 2015 Budget to recognize funds received from Galveston County
for mutual aid fire protection services and to appropriate certain fire expenditures per
contract by increasing revenue account 48-3801-00-00 by $22,500.00 and increasing
a] ropriationto Fire expenditure account 48-3020-06-00 by $22,500.00.
Councilmember Bell seconded. Councilmember Bell asked Chief Grimm what would be
purchased with the monies and whether it was a one-time expenditure, to which Chief
mm replied that it was primarily for health and wellness equipment (physical fitness) and
 this is not a recurring expenditure. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMNUSLY.,

NEW BUSINESS
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into ¢ ' City. We are trying to speed up the process. Deliver more transparency and allow for our
City to be resettled.”

Cor cilmember Lane stated, “I think a severe way to combat blight should be spear-headed by
education. We have dozens of houses with  our City that qualify for assistance from FEMA. But
the citizens don’t have the no how to make that s come to pass. We should have some types of
classes to information

Councilmemb  Trube asked, “What is in this plan that the City isn’t already doing with the
people and the funds that we have available?”’

Councilme ber Bell continued, “In the way we handle complaints, there is no consistency in the
chain of command in the order of receiving and tracking complaints. We want to be able to
provide techn« Hgy services to track complaints, enable citizens to turn in complaints from their
homes, and reduce the turn-around time. We w  need a system of alarm or alert to provide all
par :sinvolved access to this information.

For inst ce, if the time is up for the removing a junked vehicle, then the Police Department
would be empowered to act and be able to call for a wrecker service. The EDC is also looking
into providing ways to be able to buy back into the City.”

City Manage Buttler added, “This money is available until the end of this year, and is separate
from those who want a complete home, from Hurricane Ike damage. This money would help with
the  olishing and removable of the deb . This information is for your review and to provide
feee k. The ew website will have a work-order system. Using a formal Program will help in
all areas. ”

i.  scussion of relocating Development Services to Public Works Building

Mayor Hocking said after speaking with members of City Council and each member of City
Count  speaking with the City Manager in individual discussions, it is that the move is not going
to take place.

Councilmember Trube asked that in the future, if a move as this is contemplated, for it to first
come through City Council.

(10) CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
Mayor locking deferred this item to the meeting of the 26 of January
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REQUESTS AN ANNOUNCEMENTS - Mayor Hocking : nounced the promotion of

t, Kirk Jackson to the position of Assistant Police Chief. After introducing family and
friends of Kirk Jackson, Ms. Jackson p ned on the Assistant Police Chief pin to Mr.
Jackson.

Chief King stated, “One of the things as Chief of Police, that § 'es me great honor and
pleasure, is that I get to honor a distinguished career. In no place is that more evident as with
k k Jackson. He began his career v h the La Marque Police Department in October of
1994. He served as a Patrol Officer, studied and promoted to Sergeant in February of 1999.
In December 2001, he became a Lieutenant. He has served as the Interim Chief on two
occasions. He is a graduate of the FBI National Academy. For an Assistant Chief, you must
demonstrate the highest levels of professionalism and knowledge in your profession, and if
anyone has earned that honor it is Assistant Chief Jackson.”

Councilmember Brown reminded all how the City has moved forward in 2014,
Councilmember Trube thanked all for attending and congratulated Mr. Jackson.
Councilmember Lane thanked Mr. Rumburg for he and his staff for their hard work through
the Holidays and commended Mr. Brown on the sled.

Councilmember Bell congratulated Mr. Jackson and all of the City Departments on a
productive 2014 and wished all a happy new year.

Mayor Hocking congratulated Mr. Jackson and thanked everyone for their questions, and
thanks Council and citizens for attending

(12) EXECUTIVE SESSION - there was no Executive Session

(13) ADJOURNMENT

Cc

icilmember Bell made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m. Councilmember Trube

seconded. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. \
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