
CITY OF LA MARQUE 

CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE

SPECIAL AGENDA 

of

AUGUST 3, 2022

Notice is hereby given that the City of La Marque Charter Review Committee will conduct 

a Special Meeting on August 3, 2022 , beginning at 5:30 PM at 1109-B Bayou Road La 

Marque, Texas.

The Committee will meet for the purposes of the following agenda:

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

ROLL CALL 

CITIZENS PARTICIPATION

Comments from the Public (at this time any person with Charter Review related business may 

speak to the Charter Review Committee, limited to three (3) minutes). In compliance with Texas 

Open Meetings Act, the Charter Review Committee may not deliberate on comments. Personal 

attacks will not be allowed. 

MINUTES

07.20.2022 Special Meeting Minutes

07.27.2022 Regular Meeting

OLD BUSINESS

Proposed Amendments

Discussion/possible action regarding finalization of proposed amendments to present to 

Council

CHARTER REVIEW REPORT_(07.27.2022)_RL ACCEPTED.PDF

ADJOURNMENT

I hereby certify that the above notice of the meeting was posted at 1109-B Bayou Road, La Marque, Texas 

on or before Friday, July 29, 2022, before 5:00 p.m.

_________________________________________

Kierra K. Nance

1.

2.

3.

4.

4.I.

4.II.

5.

5.I.

Documents:

6.
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2022 CITY OF LA MARQUE, TEXAS HOME RULE CHARTER REVIEW 

COMMISSION REPORT

The Charter Review Commission was appointed by the City Council of La Marque,

Texas. Per the City of La Marque Texas’s Charter Agreement. The Charter Review Commission

is to meet at least every five years to review the operation of the Charter and propose any

amendments. 

The Charter Review Commission consists of five members and two alternates. The

members are as follows:

James Osteen – Chairman

Sally Austin – Vice Chairman

Valry Allen – Member

Christopher Lane – Member

Antinell Martin – Member

Re’Chard Loftis – Alternate Member

David Pennington – Alternate Member

The staff liaisons for the Charter Review Commission Meetings were, Cesar Garcia (City

Manager), Kierra Nance (City Clerk), and Gus Knebel (Consulting City Attorney) and Robert

Booth (Consulting City Attorney).

All meetings of the Charter Review Commission were noticed in accordance with the

Texas Open Meetings Act and open to the public. Each meeting contained a time for the Charter

Review Commission to receive public comment. The Charter Review Commission reviewed the

Charter multiple times and discussed changes and considered suggestions from city staff and the

members of the commission. 

The Charter Review Commission identified 12 items for consideration by the City

Council and the voters of the City of La Marque, Texas for amendments to the Charter. These

recommendations are included below. 
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Measure 1: EMPLOYMENT - Shall the Charter be amended to a definition of “For Cause”

termination for payments due to the City Manager in the event of his or her termination?

Section 2.12

T h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  m a y  r e m o v e  t h e  c i t y  m a n a g e r  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  a l l  i t s  m e m b e r s .  A t 

l e a s t  t h i r t y  d a y s  b e f o r e  s u c h  r e m o v a l  s h a l l  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e ,  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  b y 

m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s  a d o p t  a  r e s o l u t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  c i t y 

m a n a g e r  a n d  s t a t i n g  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h e r e f o r e  [ t h e r e f o r ] .  I m m e d i a t e l y  u p o n  a d o p t i o n ,  a 

c o p y  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  c i t y  m a n a g e r .  W i t h i n  f i v e  d a y s  o f  a d o p t i o n 

o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  c i t y  m a n a g e r  m a y  r e q u e s t  i n  w r i t i n g  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  w h i c h  m u s t 

b e  g r a n t e d  b y  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  a n d  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  n o t  e a r l i e r  t h a n  t e n  d a y s  n o r  l a t e r  t h a n 

t w e n t y  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  s u c h  r e q u e s t .  W i t h i n  f i v e  d a y s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  t h e 

c o u n c i l  b y  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  r e a f f i r m  o r  r e s c i n d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  f o r 

r e m o v a l .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e  C i t y  M a n a g e r  i s  t e r m i n a t e d  “ F o r  C a u s e ”  t h e  C i t y  M a n a g e r 

s h a l l  o n l y  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  o n e  m o n t h ’ s  s e v e r a n c e  p a y  a n d  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  c o n t r o l  o v e r 

a n y  a g r e e m e n t  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  A  “ F o r  C a u s e ”  t e r m i n a t i o n  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n 

2 . 1 2  s h a l l  m e a n  a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  b y  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  i n  i t s  s o l e  d i s c r e t i o n  t h a t  t h e  C i t y 

M a n a g e r  h a s  ( 1 )  f a i l e d  t o  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  C i t y ’ s  d r u g  a n d  a l c o h o l  p o l i c y  a s  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e 

C i t y ’ s  e m p l o y e e  h a n d b o o k  a s  m a y  b e  a m e n d e d  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ;  ( 2 )  f a i l e d  t o  p e r f o r m 

h i s  o r  h e r  o t h e r  d u t i e s  o r  o t h e r  o b l i g a t i o n s  a s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  C i t y  M a n a g e r ’ s  a g r e e m e n t 

w i t h  t h e  C i t y ,  i f  a n y ;  ( 3 )  a n  a c c u s a t i o n  b y  a n y  a p p l i c a b l e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  o f 

C i t y  M a n a g e r ’ s  e m b e z z l e m e n t  o r  o t h e r  c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e  o r  f i n a l  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  a 

c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e  t h a t  i s  a  C l a s s  B  m i s d e m e a n o r  o r  a b o v e ;  o r  ( 4 )  C i t y  M a n a g e r ’ s 

c o n v i c t i o n  o f  a n y  i l l e g a l  a c t  i n v o l v i n g  p e r s o n a l  g a i n  t o  h i m  o r  h e r  o r  a  f i n d i n g  o f  a 

v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  C i t y  C h a r t e r ,  C i t y  O r d i n a n c e ,  o t h e r  C i t y  p u r c h a s i n g  r u l e s ,  o r  t h e  C o d e 

o f  E t h i c s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e x a s  a s  m a y  b e  a m e n d e d  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e .  E v e r y  c i t y 

m a n a g e r  o f  t h e  C i t y  s h a l l  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  a  s i x - m o n t h  p r o b a t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  b e g i n n i n g  o n 

h i s  o r  h e r  d a t e  o f  h i r e  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t i m e ,  i f  t e r m i n a t e d  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n  o r  n o  r e a s o n  b y 

t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l ,  t h e  C i t y  M a n a g e r  s h a l l  n o t  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a n y  s e v e r a n c e  p a y .  B y  t h e 

r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  m a y  s u s p e n d  t h e  m a n a g e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  f r o m  d u t y ,  b u t  s h a l l 

i n  a n y  c a s e  c a u s e  t o  b e  p a i d  h i m  f o r t h w i t h  a n y  u n p a i d  b a l a n c e  o f  h i s  s a l a r y  a n d  o n e 

m o n t h ’ s   s a l a r y   a s   s e v e r a n c e   p a y   f o l l o w i n g   a d o p t i o n   o f   t h e   r e s o l u t i o n . 

R A T I O N A L E :  T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  c l a r i t y  t o  C i t y  C o u n c i l s  w h e n 

c o n t r a c t i n g   w i t h   n e w   c i t y   m a n a g e r s . 

F I S C A L   I M P A C T :   B e l i e v e d   t o   b e   n o n e . 
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M e a s u r e  2 :  C I T Y  M A N A G E R  -  S h a l l  t h e  C h a r t e r  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

o f   t e m p o r a r y   d i v i s i o n s   o r   d e p a r t m e n t s   u p o n   a p p r o v a l   b y   t h e   C i t y   C o u n c i l ? 

Section 3.05

T h e  c i t y  m a n a g e r  m a y  r e c o m m e n d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e p a r t m e n t s  t o  t h e 

c i t y  c o u n c i l  f o r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  b y  o r d i n a n c e .  T h e  w o r k  o f  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  b e 

d i s t r i b u t e d  a m o n g  s u c h  d i v i s i o n s  t h e r e o f  a s  m a y  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  o r d i n a n c e .  T h e  c i t y 

m a n a g e r  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  t e m p o r a r y  d i v i s i o n s  o f  a  d e p a r t m e n t  u p o n  a p p r o v a l  b y  t h e  c i t y 

c o u n c i l 

R A T I O N A L E :  T h i s  w o u l d  e n s u r e  C o u n c i l  r e m a i n s  i n  c o n t r o l  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r 

t h e r e   w i l l   b e   n e w   d i v i s i o n s   o r   d e p a r t m e n t s   c r e a t e d   w i t h i n   t h e   C i t y . 

F I S C A L   I M P A C T :   N o n e . 

M e a s u r e  3 :  R E C A L L  P E T I T I O N S  –  S h a l l  t h e  C h a r t e r  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  a l l o w  a  m e m b e r  o f  C i t y 

C o u n c i l   w h o s e   r e c a l l   i s   s o u g h t   b y   p e t i t i o n   t h e   o p p o r t u n i t y   t o   r e s p o n d   i n   w r i t i n g ? 

S e c t i o n   5 . 1 3 

A n y  e l e c t o r  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  L a  M a r q u e  m a y  m a k e  a n d  f i l e  w i t h  t h e  c i t y  c l e r k  a n  a f f i d a v i t 

c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  n a m e  o r  n a m e s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r  o r  o f f i c e r s  w h o s e  r e m o v a l  i s  s o u g h t  a n d  a 

s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  g r o u n d s  f o r  r e m o v a l .  T h e  c l e r k  s h a l l  t h e r e u p o n  d e l i v e r  w i t h i n 

f i v e  b u s i n e s s  d a y s  a f t e r  d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e  a f f i d a v i t  b y  t h e  e l e c t o r  t o  t h e  e l e c t o r  m a k i n g 

s u c h  a f f i d a v i t  c o p i e s  o f  p e t i t i o n  b l a n k s  d e m a n d i n g  s u c h  r e m o v a l .  The recall petition

shall include a brief statement from the officer whose recall is sought responding to the

allegations in the affidavit. T h e  c i t y  c l e r k  s h a l l  k e e p  a  s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r  o f  s u c h  p r i n t e d 

p e t i t i o n  b l a n k s  o n  h a n d  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  S u c h  b l a n k s  w h e n  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  c i t y  c l e r k  s h a l l 

b e a r  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  o f f i c e r  a n d  b e  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l ,  a n d  s h a l l  b e 

n u m b e r e d ,  d a t e d ,  a n d  i n d i c a t e  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  w h o m  i s s u e d .  T h e  p e t i t i o n 

b l a n k s  w h e n  i s s u e d  s h a l l  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s u c h  b l a n k s  i s s u e d  a n d  t h e  n a m e 

o f  t h e  o f f i c e r  w h o s e  r e m o v a l  i s  s o u g h t .  T h e  c i t y  c l e r k  s h a l l  e n t e r  i n  a  r e c o r d  t o  b e  k e p t 

i n  h i s  o f f i c e  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r  t o  w h o m  t h e  p e t i t i o n  b l a n k s  w e r e  i s s u e d  a n d  t h e 

n u m b e r   i s s u e d   t o   s a i d   p e r s o n . 

R A T I O N A L E :  T h i s  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  o f f i c i a l  w h o s e  r e m o v a l  i s  s o u g h t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  i f 

h e   o r   s h e   c h o o s e s ,   t o   r e s p o n d   i n   w r i t i n g   t o   t h e   r e c a l l   p e t i t i o n   c h a r g e s .   

F I S C A L   I M P A C T :   N o n e . 
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M e a s u r e  4 :  R E C A L L  E L E C T I O N S  –  S h a l l  t h e  C h a r t e r  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  a  r e q u i r e m e n t 

o f   a   p u b l i c   h e a r i n g   f o r   o f f i c i a l s   s u b j e c t   t o   a   r e c a l l   e l e c t i o n ? 

S e c t i o n   5 . 1 5 

T h e  c i t y  c l e r k  s h a l l  a t  o n c e  e x a m i n e  t h e  r e c a l l  p e t i t i o n  a n d  i f  h e  f i n d s  i t  s u f f i c i e n t  a n d 

i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  o f  t h e  c h a r t e r ,  h e  s h a l l  w i t h i n  f i v e  d a y s 

s u b m i t  i t  t o  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  w i t h  h i s  c e r t i f i c a t e  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  a n d  n o t i f y  t h e  o f f i c e r 

s o u g h t  t o  b e  r e c a l l e d  o f  s u c h  a c t i o n .  I f  t h e  o f f i c e r  w h o s e  r e m o v a l  i s  s o u g h t  d o e s  n o t 

r e s i g n  w i t h i n  f i v e  d a y s  a f t e r  s u c h  n o t i c e  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  s h a l l  t h e r e u p o n  o r d e r  a n d  f i x  a 

d a t e  f o r  h o l d i n g  a  r e c a l l  e l e c t i o n .  A n y  s u c h  e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  o n  t h e  n e x t  d a t e 

a l l o w e d  b y  s t a t e  l a w  a f t e r  t h e  p e t i t i o n  h a s  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l ;  h o w e v e r , 

s u c h  e l e c t i o n  m a y  b e  h e l d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a s  a n y  m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  w i t h i n  s u c h 

p e r i o d . 

An elected official whose removal is sought by recall may, at any time prior to 45 days

before a recall election, request in writing to the City Clerk that a public hearing be held

to permit such officer to present facts pertinent to the charges and respond to the charges

specified in the recall petition and affidavit. Should a request for public hearing be made,

the city council shall order a public hearing be held not less than seven (7) days nor more

than fifteen (15) days after receiving such request for a public hearing. Notice of the

public hearing shall be posted in accordance with the law and published in the official

newspaper of the city at least five (5) days before such hearing. 

R A T I O N A L E :  T h i s  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  m e m b e r  o f  C i t y  C o u n c i l  w h o s e  r e c a l l  i s  s o u g h t  t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y   t o   r e s p o n d   t o   t h e   c h a r g e s .   

F I S C A L   I M P A C T :   A m o u n t   t o   c a l l   a   p u b l i c   h e a r i n g 

M e a s u r e  5 :  R E C A L L  P E T I T I O N S  –  S h a l l  t h e  C h a r t e r  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  w a i t i n g 

p e r i o d   f o r   f i l i n g   a   r e c a l l   p e t i t i o n   a g a i n s t   a   m e m b e r   o f   c i t y   c o u n c i l   a f t e r   h e   o r   s h e   t a k e s   o f f i c e ? 

S e c t i o n   5 . 1 8 

N o  r e c a l l  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  a g a i n s t  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  w i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s 

a f t e r  h e  t a k e s  o f f i c e  n o r  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  a n  o f f i c e r  s u b j e c t e d  t o  a  r e c a l l  e l e c t i o n  a n d  n o t 

r e m o v e d   t h e r e b y ,   u n t i l   a t   l e a s t   s i x   m o n t h s   a f t e r   s u c h   e l e c t i o n . 

R A T I O N A L E :  A  m e m b e r  o f  C i t y  C o u n c i l  n e e d s  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  b e i n g 

s u b j e c t   t o   a   r e c a l l   p e t i t i o n .   

F I S C A L   I M P A C T :   N o n e . 
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M e a s u r e  6 :  R E V E N U E S  -  S h a l l  t h e  C h a r t e r  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  m o d e r n i z e  l a n g u a g e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e 

f i n a n c e s   o f   t h e   C i t y   o f   L a   M a r q u e ,   T e x a s ? 

S e c t i o n s   8 . 0 4 

The director of finance shall have charge of the administration of the financial affairs of

the city and to that end he shall have authority and shall be required to:

(a) compile the estimates of revenues and expenditures for the budget as directed by the

city manager;

(b) compile the capital expenditure estimates for the budget as directed by the city

manager;

(c) supervise and be responsible for the disbursement of all moneys and have control over

all expenditures to ensure that budget appropriations are not exceeded;

(d) maintain a general accounting system for the city government and each of its offices,

departments and funds; keep books for and exercise financial budgetary control over each

office, department and fund; keep separate accounts for the items of appropriation

contained in the city budget, each of which accounts shall show the amount of the

appropriation, the amounts paid therefrom, the unpaid obligations against it and the

unencumbered balance; require reports of receipts and disbursements from each receiving

and spending fund of the city government to be made daily or at such intervals as he may

deem expedient;

(e) submit to the council through the city manager a monthly statement of all receipts and

disbursements in sufficient detail to show the exact financial condition of the city;

(f) prepare for the city manager, as of the end of each fiscal year, a complete financial

statement and report;

(g) in coordination with the county appraisal district, ensure that all property within the

corporate limits of the city is assessed for taxation and make all special assessments for

the city government.

(h) supervise and be responsible for the collection of all taxes, special assessments,

license fees and other rement, prepare tax maps, and give such notice of taxes and special

assessments as may be required by law; venues of the city or for whose collection the city

is responsible and receive all money receivable by the city from the state or federal

government, or from any court, or from any office, department or fund of the city;
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(i) have custody of all public funds belonging to or under the control of the city, or any

office, department or fund of the city government, and deposit all funds coming into his

hands in such depositories as may be designated by resolution of the city council, or, if no

such resolution be adopted, by the city manager, subject to the requirements of law as to

surety and the payment of interest on deposits, but all such interest shall be the property

of the city and shall be accounted for and credited to the proper account; depositories are

to be selected annually by means of selective bidding;

(j) depositories are to be selected for one (1) year, and may be renewed by the city for

two (2) additional one (1) year terms, for a total of three (3) years. The city will submit a

request for proposals. The city council shall have the discretion of remaining with the

current depository or proceeding with the selection of a new depository;

(k) have custody of all investments and invested funds of the city government, or in

possession of such government in a fiduciary capacity, and have the safekeeping of all

bonds and notes of the city and the receipt and delivery of city bonds and notes for

transfer, registration or exchange;

(l) supervise and be responsible for the purchase, storage and distribution of all supplies,

materials, equipment and other articles used by any office, department or fund of the city

government;

(m) approve all proposed expenditures. Unless he shall certify in writing, that there is an

unencumbered balance of appropriation and available funds, no appropriation shall be

encumbered and no expenditure shall be made.

Section 8.07

T h e  c i t y  m a n a g e r  m a y  a t  a n y  t i m e  t r a n s f e r  a n y  u n e n c u m b e r e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b a l a n c e  o r 

p o r t i o n  t h e r e o f  b e t w e e n  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  o f  e x p e n d i t u r e s  w i t h i n  a n  o f f i c e , 

d e p a r t m e n t  o r  f u n d .  A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  c i t y  m a n a g e r  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  m o n t h s 

o f  t h e  b u d g e t  y e a r ,  t h e  c o u n c i l  m a y  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  t r a n s f e r  a n y  u n e n c u m b e r e d 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b a l a n c e  o r  p o r t i o n  t h e r e o f  f r o m  o n e  o f f i c e ,  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  f u n d  t o  a n o t h e r . 

N o  t r a n s f e r  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  f r o m  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  b y  s u b s e c t i o n s  ( a ) ,  ( b ) ,  ( c ) , 

( d ) ,   ( e ) ,   ( f ) ,   ( g ) ,   ( h ) ,   a n d   ( i )   o f   S e c t i o n   6 . 2 6   o f   t h i s   c h a r t e r . 

R A T I O N A L E :   T h e   C i t y   d o e s   n o t   h a v e   a g e n c i e s   b u t   i n s t e a d   h a s   d i f f e r e n t   f u n d s . 

F I S C A L   I M P A C T :   N o n e . 

https://library.municode.com/tx/la_marque/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTICH_ARTVITHBU_S6.26PREX
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Measure 7: EXPENDITURES - Shall the Charter be amended to cap emergency expenditures?

S e c t i o n   8 . 1 7 

A t  a n y  t i m e  i n  a n y  b u d g e t  y e a r ,  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  m a y ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  m a k e 

e m e r g e n c y  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o  m e e t  a  p r e s s i n g  n e e d  f o r  p u b l i c  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  f o r  o t h e r  t h a n 

a  r e g u l a r  o r  r e c u r r i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  o r  w e l f a r e .  S u c h 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  f a v o r a b l e  v o t e s  o f  a t  l e a s t  f o u r - f i f t h s 

o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l ,  a n d  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  o n l y  u p o n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e 

c i t y  m a n a g e r .  T h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  a l l  e m e r g e n c y  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  m a d e  i n  a n y  b u d g e t 

y e a r  s h a l l  n o t  r e d u c e  t h e  G e n e r a l  F u n d  b a l a n c e  b e l o w  9 0  d a y s  o p e r a t i n g  e x p e n d i t u r e s  a t 

y e a r - e n d   o f   t h a t   b u d g e t   y e a r . 

R A T I O N A L E :  T h i s  w i l l  h e l p  c u r b  e m e r g e n c y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  a n d  p r e s e r v e  t h e  C i t y ’ s 

f u n d   b a l a n c e .   

F I S C A L   I M P A C T :   N o n e . 

M e a s u r e   8 :   S h a l l   t h e   C h a r t e r   b e   a m e n d e d   t o   u p d a t e   t h e   y e a r s   i n   t h e   b u d g e t   p r o c e s s ? 

S e c t i o n   8 . 1 9 

I n  a n y  b u d g e t  y e a r ,  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  f o r  s u c h  y e a r , 

w h e t h e r  l e v i e d  o r  t o  b e  l e v i e d  i n  s u c h  y e a r  t h e  c o u n c i l  m a y  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  a u t h o r i z e  t h e 

b o r r o w i n g  o f  m o n e y  b y  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  n e g o t i a b l e  n o t e s  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  e a c h  o f  w h i c h  s h a l l 

b e  d e s i g n a t e d  “ t a x  a n t i c i p a t i o n  n o t e  f o r  t h e  y e a r  _ _ _ ”  ( s t a t i n g  t h e  b u d g e t  y e a r ) .  S u c h 

n o t e s  m a y  b e  i s s u e d  f o r  p e r i o d s  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  o n e  y e a r  a n d  m u s t  b e  r e t i r e d  b y  t h e  e n d 

o f   t h e   b u d g e t   y e a r   i n   w h i c h   i s s u e d . 

S e c t i o n   8 . 2 0 

I n  a n y  b u d g e t  y e a r ,  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o r  r e c e i p t  o f  o t h e r  r e v e n u e s  o f  t h a t 

b u d g e t  y e a r ,  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  m a y  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  b o r r o w i n g  o f  m o n e y  b y 

t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  n e g o t i a b l e  n o t e s  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  e a c h  o f  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  “ s p e c i a l 

r e v e n u e  n o t e  f o r  t h e  y e a r  _ _ _ ”  ( s t a t i n g  t h e  b u d g e t  y e a r ) .  S u c h  n o t e s  m a y  b e  r e n e w e d 

f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  b u t  a l l  s u c h  n o t e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  r e n e w a l s ,  s h a l l  m a t u r e  a n d  b e 

p a i d   n o t   l a t e r   t h a n   t h e   e n d   o f   t h e   b u d g e t   y e a r . 

R A T I O N A L E :   T h i s   l a n g u a g e   i s   o u t d a t e d   b e c a u s e   w e   a r e   n o w   i n   t h e   2 0 0 0 s . 

F I S C A L   I M P A C T :   N o n e . 
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M e a s u r e  9 :  I N D E B T E D N E S S  –  S h a l l  t h e  C h a r t e r  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  t h e 

C i t y   m a y   i s s u e   i n d e b t e d n e s s   f o r ? 

S e c t i o n   1 2 . 1 2 

T h e  c i t y  m a y  f i n a n c e  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  u t i l i t y  p r o p e r t i e s ,  t h e  p u r c h a s e 

o f  l a n d ,  a n d  t h e  c o s t  o f  a l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  p r o p e r t y  i n s t a l l a t i o n  f o r  u t i l i t y  p u r p o s e s  b y 

b o r r o w i n g ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A r t i c l e  V I I  o f  t h i s  c h a r t e r .  A p p r o p r i a t e 

p r o v i s i o n s  s h a l l  b e  m a d e ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  t h e  a m o r t i z a t i o n  a n d  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  a l l  b o n d s 

w i t h i n  a  m a x i m u m  p e r i o d  o f  f o r t y  y e a r s .  S u c h  a m o r t i z a t i o n  a n d  r e t i r e m e n t  m a y  b e 

e f f e c t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  d e p r e c i a t i o n  f u n d s  o r  o t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  p r o v i d e d 

t h r o u g h   t h e   e a r n i n g s   o f   t h e   u t i l i t y . 

R A T I O N A L E :   I n c r e a s e s   o p t i o n s   f o r   f i n a n c i n g   b o n d s . 

F I S C A L   I M P A C T :   U p   t o   1 0   m o r e   y e a r s   o f   i n t e r e s t   f o r   a   b o n d . 

M e a s u r e  1 0 :  C I T Y  C O U N C I L  –  S h a l l  t h e  C h a r t e r  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t 

J u d g e ,  A l t e r n a t e  M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  J u d g e ,  C i t y  P r o s e c u t o r ,  a n d  C i t y  A t t o r n e y  b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y 

t h e   a g r e e m e n t   o f   t h e   C i t y   C o u n c i l   a n d   C i t y   M a n a g e r ? 

S e c t i o n   1 3 . 1 6 

T h e  M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  J u d g e ,  A l t e r n a t e  M u n i c i p a l  C o u r t  J u d g e ,  C i t y  P r o s e c u t o r ,  a n d 

C i t y  A t t o r n e y  s h a l l  b e  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  c i t y  m a n a g e r  a n d  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  w i t h 

t h e   a p p r o v a l   o f   C i t y   C o u n c i l . 

R A T I O N A L E :  G i v e s  C i t y  C o u n c i l  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e n y  t h e  c i t y  m a n a g e r ’ s 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n . 

F I S C A L   I M P A C T :   N o n e . 

M e a s u r e 1 1 :   G R A M M A R   –   S h a l l   t h e   C h a r t e r   b e   a m e n d e d   t o   p r o v i d e   g e n d e r   n e u t r a l   w o r d i n g ? 

S e c t i o n   1 3 . 1 7 

A l l   r e f e r e n c e s   i n   t h i s   C h a r t e r   t o   t h e   m a s c u l i n e   s h a l l   i n c l u d e   t h e   f e m i n i n e   a n d   n e u t e r . 

R A T I O N A L E :  T h e  C h a r t e r  r e v i e w  c o m m i s s i o n  s o u g h t  t o  p r o d u c e  a  m o r e  i n c l u s i v e 

C h a r t e r .   

F I S C A L   I M P A C T :   N o n e . 
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The Charter Review Commission wishes to thank city staff for their support and the City

Council for the opportunity to serve the residents of the City of La Marque, Texas. We all

appreciate this unique experience. We remain available to assist the City Council on these

issues should City Council request.
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